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Abstract

At the nexus of trade and migration routes between East, South and Central Asia and Siberia, the
residents of Chinese Turkestan (Xinjiang) up to/in early 20" century had access to a variety of
ideas about healing and medicines and amalgamated them freely. Comparing medical formulae
within a text and different healing practices between different texts allows us to begin to
understand the transmission of medical substances and ideas in premodern Central Eurasia.

Based on a project transcribing and translating 19" and early 20" ¢. Turki medical manuscripts,
this paper reveals that Greco-Arab medical practices were circulation in Chinese Turkestan;
these were combined with spirit-mediumship and animism, overlaid with Sufism, while aspects
of South Asian and Chinese medicine are also present. I explore the use of network analysis to
uncover patterns in the medical-formula data across manuscripts.

Enough, God granted Lugman
such a science of wisdom, such
that people came to Lugman to
learn all the wisdom.Thus he
came out of the cave.All the
plants on earth began to
speak.A thousand and one
plants told Lugman their
benefits (s,J) and harms
(&&).But a plant never spoke [to
him].His Holiness Lugman said:
“Oh my God, what kind of plant
is this? Why it does not speak to
me?”
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45 Glosses: s1: ¥ 3 maula (for. 13+ mauld) 'lord, master; a judge, magistrate of a city; the supreme Lord, God; a slave,
servant; a manumitted slave, freedman;--hazrati' (Steingass 1892/1998: 1347) lxislaa U L Lord God
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